
 
 

 
 

 
 
With the arrival of the long 
anticipated Prequel Trilogy in 1999, 
George Lucas’s vision of the early 
Republic era STAR WARS would 
finally become a reality, populated 
with heroes, villains, droids and 
aliens of every possible variety-the 
imaginative powers of the Director, 
no longer restrained by movie 
making techniques, now being fully 
unleashed to the world.  
Amongst the most popular characters 
to emerge from the new films were 
the many different Jedi Knights-the 
guardians of peace and justice in the 
Old Republic. All of the heroic Jedi 
seen in EPISODES I to III have been 
unique, and all are highly popular-
each with their own legions of fans. 
One particular Jedi character, the 
enigmatic and beautiful Barriss 
Offee, played by the lovely Nalini 
Krishan, especially so. 
 
STAR WARS AFICIONADO had the 
privilege of meeting Nalini in London for an exclusive interview about her role in 
the groundbreaking new saga during 2003, and also had a chance to catch up with 
her in August 2008 for an updated chat. 
 



 
SWA: Nalini, how did you get involved in acting? 
Was it something you always wanted to do?  
 
NK: Well, I wouldn’t say that I was ambitious 

when I was young-I never said I wanted to grow up 

and be an actor- in fact I was always interested in 

being an accountant (I was very into numbers), or a 

pilot (I liked the idea of flying) - but I think one of 

the reasons why I liked it so much was that I was 

very good at acting. I wouldn’t say I was 

consciously aware that I was able to act growing 

up, but watching movies and play acting scenes and 

moments from them with my friends, I thought, as I 

grew older, that this was really what I wanted to do. 

When you’re a school kid or with school mates as a 

child you’re always playing a character of some 

kind, at least that’s what I’ve found. So I guess you 

could say my passion started when I was really 

young. I didn’t get into it until I was about fifteen 

or sixteen when I got into drama at high school and then I actually went on to join 

an agency whilst I was at university. Then I got some modeling work, then some 

background artist work-and I was getting more of it. That’s really where it all 

started. 

 
What was the first project you worked on? 
 

My first proper acting job was a commercial at the age of 19. It was a Volkswagen 

commercial shot in Australia. At that time I never really knew what acting was 

about, but there was this famous quote: “You pay me for my time but the acting is 
free” because there’s such a lot of waiting around, its long hours and a short time to 

do you’re scene with, really. It was quite an experience my first time. I was very 

excited. 
 

I did quite a few more commercials and a lot of editorial work in magazines- 

modeling work- and then I started to apply for short films, corporate videos, things 

like that. That’s where it all originated from. 

 

Outside of the STAR WARS universe: at 

home in Australia, the strikingly beautiful 

Nalini Krishan poses for a recent photo. 



Have you done 
any other work in 
commercials 
since? Have you 
noticed any 
changes in the 
way they’re made 
now? 
 

Not recently. But 

if I did do any, 

I’d probably be a 

bit more personal with my work because I’ve done acting for so long now. I’d say 

that commercials were a piece of cake really compared to a short film because 

there’s not much preparation and the commercials are short. And they’re fun and 

they’re good pay!! I did a Hewlett Packard commercial-I was literally in it for a 

millisecond- I didn’t have to speak-and was paid a ridiculous amount of money. It’s 

ideal, really (laughs). 
 
What was the first film that you worked on? 

 

They were a couple of Indian movies being made in 

Australia. I had a speaking part in one of them. I 

came to Australia when I was two so I was very 

much into Indian movies when I first came and then 

I branched off as I got older and didn’t really 

appreciate them-my mother and my sister really 

liked watching them but I never did. Once I ended 

up in the two movies I was in, though, I thought 
wow!! Having started to watch them I saw the 

amount of effort that goes into making them- I 

mean, all Indian movies are musicals- so I really did 

appreciate the dedication and hard work that the 

cast and crew would put into them. Working on 

those films was a fantastic experience. 

 

From there, I went onto do a lot more films but they 

weren’t prominent parts. I also had parts in several Jedi Master Luminara Ujnduli and her Padawan, 

Barriss Offee, listen to a hologram of Obi-Wan. 

Above left: in the make-up chair at FOX STUDIOS, Australia, Nalini is transformed into Barriss. Above 

right: a rare shot, taken during shooting, of Nalini in her striking make-up as Barriss Offee. 



short movies and then some corporate video 

work where I played main characters. 

 

So how did you make the leap into FOX and 
STAR WARS? 
 

I was with an agency that got me a lot of 

modeling and commercial/editorial work 

and I rang her and said “if there’s anything 

for STAR WARS (which was about to start 

shooting in Australia soon) let me know”. 

My agent called me out of the blue, the 

Producers and casting agent called me in for a fitting. I really didn’t realize the 

extent at which they wanted to see me. I went there, I had photos taken. I saw 

pictures of the character they wanted me to be. They measured me up and it was 

then that I realized they were making a costume that was specifically fitted for me. I 

saw the character and the costume and thought it was amazing. And then I got a call 

to say I would be filming straight away. There was no audition process at all so I 

was lucky- I was very, very lucky. I never knew where it was going to take me-I 

mean, I just thought it was going to be some decent background work!- the next 

thing I know I’m out there, I’m a popular character, an action figure, comic books, 

I’ve got books on myself, I go to conventions all over the world. I’m very happy.  

 

When you watch a movie you’ve got your extras who are just background, but 

when it comes to STAR WARS every character has a history-it shows you what a 

genius George Lucas is- you know where they come from, what they’re background 

“We’re keepers of the peace. Not soldiers.” Yoda, Mace Windu (Samuel L. 

Jackson) and Ki-Adi Mundi (Silas Carson) meet with Supreme Chancellor 

Palpatine to discuss the dark road ahead, whilst Jedi Padawan Barriss Offee 

(Nalini Krishan) and Master Luminara Unduli (Mary Oyaya) look on. 



is-it’s amazing. That someone 

could go into such detail-

there’s a lot of thought and 

effort put into the project-I just 

think that’s amazing. 

 
What was the first sequence 
you shot as Barriss Offee? 

 

The Jedi council meeting 

(where Mace, Yoda and the 

group meet Palpatine at the 

beginning of the film to discuss 

the Separatists and the recent 

attack on Padme Amidala) was 

the first scene I did. There 

wasn’t much acting really to be 

done- I was basically standing behind 

Samuel L. Jackson- during that scene. 

We were just watching, reacting. I 

was on the set for five to six days in 

total and that scene took something 

like two to three days to shoot. And 

we’re talking sixteen hour days as 

well. A couple of days after that first 

scene we did the council sequence 

where they listen to the hologram 

message from Obi-Wan Kenobi and 

then I finished off my work with the 

stunts and choreography.  

 

What was George Lucas like as a 
director?  
 
He was very down to earth and really 

Above: “Always two there are. A master and an apprentice.” Another behind the scenes 

shot of Luminara Unduli (Mary Oyaya) and Barriss Offee. Below: Friends re-united: 
Mary Oyaya and Nalini  meet up once more at a STAR WARS CELEBRATION event. 

SISTERS IN ARMS!! The peaceful negotiators stand ready to defend the 

Republic in this terrific posed promotional/costume reference image taken 

for STAR WARS EPISODE II: ATTACK OF THE CLONES from 2000. 



lovely. I was really surprised and he was very short!  
 

Did they have Yoda puppet present on set with you for those scenes? 
 

They have a doll of Yoda and they put him in his box and they actually bring him 

forward, and after the scene is finished they pull him back out again, and they 

actually have someone talking in his voice. Then the cgi effects were added on 

afterwards. It was really bizarre how they did it. 

And they have the guy moving Yoda trying to 

keep his arm out of shot as much as possible. It 

was really funny! That was the only character 

who wasn’t a real person on set during my 

scenes. It was quite interesting seeing the way 

they did that. 

 
What was it like being in character for your first 
day of filming on EPISODE II? Was it weird? Or 
did you just think: this is STAR WARS?! 
 

It was far out. We had our own make up artists- it 

took five or six hours to get ready (it’s not the 

longest I’ve taken to get ready!! (laughs)). I had 

someone specifically designated to help me, and 

the others, with our outfits, and even though my costume was quite plain looking, if 

I wanted to go to the toilet I definitely needed someone to help me!!  

 

The costume was heavy, it was long, and at all times someone was taking care of 

my make-up, my contacts, my hair or my costume-so there was a lot of attention on 

set which was fantastic. And during the breaks on set I hung out a lot and got to 

know Mary Oyaya, who plays my Master Luminara Unduli, and I’d speak to 

Samuel L. Jackson and people like Ahmed Best and Silas Carson who were fun and 

really interesting people. So it wasn’t just working on the set. I had fun talking to 

interesting people. 

 
And what about the complex stunt work that Barriss was involved in during the 
film’s finale? 
 

I did do some of that and I spent the better part of a day working with stunt co-

Another intriguing promotional/costume reference 

image of Nalini as fan favourite Barriss Offee. 



ordinator Nick Gillard. He was fantastic-he was brilliant. He was really nice with 

me and I think he saw that I was making an effort with all the fighting techniques. 

Luminara and Barriss, being Jedi master and apprentice, had to do some fighting 

work back to back-mirroring each others moves in battle and that was quite a lot of 

effort-and a lot of training. Unfortunately they cut it out of the final movie, which 

was a pity. 

 

The preparation was what took most of the time but the acting/filming of the 

lightsaber fighting was done very quickly on some scenes. I spent a day visiting 

stunt co-ordinators (who were also playing other background Jedi in the arena 

sequence), doing my movements with them and working alongside their 

movements, and then with some of the other supporting Jedi actors who were doing 

theirs as well.  I was in the scene where my character activates her lightsaber and is 

with fifty or sixty other stunt people (as they charge forward into the arena-Ed) - 
that took up a lot of preparation time but not much filming.  

 
Did you have the opportunity of doing any choreography work with Ewan 
McGregor and Hayden Christensen? 
 

I saw Ewan McGregor on set but I never got a chance to work with him. Hayden 

wasn’t in any of my scenes either. I would’ve liked to have met him, though. 

 
What did you think of REVENGE OF THE SITH?  
 
I wasn't happy that all those Jedi's died!  I did love the movie however... 

  
What do you think of the fans and their appreciation of your paying Barriss? 

   Fighting for peace and justice in the crumbling Republic, Jedi Padawan Barriss Offee makes a stand in the Geonosian arena. 



 

It’s great. I have people coming up to me giving me gift, CDs, toys, all sorts of 

stuff. One thing that I absolutely love- and I see this all the time-is when I meet 

people who are actually dressed up as my character- because of the amount of detail 

they’ve gone to, especially with the make up on Barriss’s face. People make a lot of 

effort to be Barriss Offee. I’ve been to a couple of conventions where I’ve actually 

had to judge my own character. The first time I saw people dressed up as her was at 

CELEBRATION II and I thought it was awesome. 

 
Have you had a particular favourite STAR WARS related experience or fan/
convention event that you've attended?  
 
I have loved most of the conventions I have been to... I particularly love the big 

STAR WARS CELEBRATION conventions as it gives me the opportunity to meet 

some older and newer fans but also the actors I worked with that I don't get to see 

very often otherwise! 

 

Do you like being an action figure? 
 

Well, the Luminara figure came out first and I was saying “I want a figure, I want a 
figure!!” (laughs) Hasbro were going to send me some of those first figures of 

Barriss but they ran out. They also have the new 12 inch figure as well. My friends 

are always asking for figures and I can never give any to them!! It’s really fun being 

a figure. I was telling people that I never thought I’d have my own figure. Now I 

have one!! In their own lifetime, who else has a figure from a movie!!! I have a big 

grin on my face, so I’m very happy. 

Chris Baker’s excellent visual interpretation of what Barriss Offee’s scene with the Clone Troopers on the unusual planet of Felucia 

might have looked like had she appeared in the Jedi death scenes of  STAR WARS EPISODE III: REVENGE OF THE SITH. 



 
And what about the trading cards? 
 

Yeah, I sign a load of them. And the playing cards. It’s cool to 

have those as well. It’s strange having the merchandise. 

 

Any more merchandise of Barriss that you've discovered and 
liked?  
 
Yes, there is THE CLONE WARS maquettes of me and 

Luminara Unduli, but they are hard to get a hold of... I know 

there is more coming out! 

 

What do you think of your cartoon presence in the CLONE 
WARS animated series? 

 

I’ve not seen it. I’ve heard it’s fantastic and that I’m in a few of the different 

episodes. I’m going to see them-it’s something I want to do. I’d like to buy the 

whole comic series. But I have heard rave reviews about it, a lot of children like our 

characters as a result of the cartoon series.   

 
You’re also going to be in 3-D in a couple 
of years. 
 

Really? Wow!! That is awesome. I didn’t 

know that. That’s cool. Hey, me in 3-D!!! 

(laughs) 
 
Do you have a favourite STAR WARS film? 
 

Obviously I have a special fondness for the 

Original Trilogy, but I like all of them. If I 

was going to be biased, though, I’d say 

ATTACK OF THE CLONES was best!! 

(laughs) 
 
What do you think of your participation in 
the STAR WARS universe in general? 

Nalini enjoys attending conventions 

worldwide and is thrilled to meet 

the fans, enjoying their dedication 

and support for both herself and her 

popular character. 

 

Above: trapped in the crystal 

cave on Ilum, the CLONE 

WARS animated version of 

popular Jedi’s Barriss Offee and 

Luminara Unduli go on the of-

fensive against sabotage making 

Separatist droids. Opposite: us-

ing the Force as her guide, Bar-

riss creates a new lightsaber. 



 

As an actor, I’m pretty lucky. I didn’t have a major role in the 

film, but it’s nice to know that even the smaller, supporting 

characters are so appreciated and liked. That makes me 

appreciate it even more. Its mind boggling-there’s no way to 

describe it. I’m so excited. Who else can say that they get to 

travel the world to STAR WARS conventions and meet the 

fans. It’s really wow!! 

 
In our first chat, after you had made ATTACK OF THE 
CLONES, you were living and working in the UK. What had 
you been up to there? 
 

I did a theater show in 2004, over four months, called The 
Players of St. Peters. A religious play based on different scenes 

in the Bible- but there was a lot of humour in it. It was done in 

an old church and it was quite interesting. I played a very 

defiant, very pro- God angel- very much into sticking up for 

God. I then went off to Nottingham to work on a new short 

film called Angels Dance in the Rain- I played a character 

called Clea: she’s a coked up drunken lesbian-very intelligent 

Above: the CARTOON NETWORK data file for Barriss Offee done for the 2003 animated short series (with thanks to 

Chris Baker). Below: the two excellent art covers for the popular STAR WARS: MED STAR books by stalwart authors 

Michael Reaves and Steve Perry set during the Clone Wars, with Barriss Offee taking centre stage with her healing pow-

ers during the conflict. Barriss even gets the chance to square off against a Super Battle Droid. Go girl!! 



but very verbal, very talkative, very 

insecure. She’s with a group of five 

friends-basically, one of her friends 

commits suicide and we see what 

happens to the rest of the group. 

There’s a lot of emotion in the 

character and a lot of work to be 

done, and I was filming that for a 

couple of weeks with some STAR 

WARS conventions/events taking 

place firstly in the US 

(CELEBRATION III), and then, after 

that, France and Germany (and I’ll be 

going to the EPISODE III premiere 

there as well) in between weekends. 

I’d like to do some more theater 

work, especially in London. 

 

You’re now back in Australia. What 
are you up to at the moment? 
 
I am currently studying so I’ve taken a bit of a break from the acting for a while but 

most recently I got a part in a TV series but I can't say too much more, waiting to 

get more info...watch this space... 

 
Have you ever been recognized for your work in STAR WARS? 

 

Not for STAR WARS, but I did a photo shoot for an Australian health care company 

called Medibank Private and I was the Medibank Private girl for a while!! I was in 

their brochure which lasted for three years, and I was in a well known Australian 

bar and this guy comes up to me and said “I know you” and I thought, “Oh no, 
here’s his come on line”, but then he said “You’re the Medibank girl”-so I’m like 

wow, that’s so bizarre that you would remember me!!. It’s the only time it’s 

happened. It’s ok, I didn’t have a problem with that. I just thought it was really 

funny. In terms of STAR WARS, because my character looks so different, people 

when they meet me always say “Oh, so that’s what you look like” (laughs). So 

people don’t really recognize me. There were some actors on the STAR WARS set 

in make up and alien costumes that I met, and know by name, but I don’t know 

Into the STAR WARS universe: Nalini Krishan as fan favourite Jedi 

Padawan Barriss Offee, in this memorable promotional photograph. 



what they look like in real life. When I meet 

them outside of the film it’s like “Hey, it’s 
you!!” 

 
What happened with your project called 
NATURES GUARD? 
 

I was going to play a Royal Guard in it- 

quite an evil character- called Prymite 

Spydera. She’s very nasty –the complete 

opposite to Barriss Offee. Barriss is a 

healer, she’s a good negotiator, she’ll do 

anything for her Master-she’s all goodness. 

It was a comic book that was to become a cartoon series, which I was going to do 

the voice for, and then a movie. They’ve started to do a couple of comics but I don’t 

know what’s happening with it yet as a movie.  I was going to do a pilot for a US 

TV series called AREA 23, about a group of people with unique abilities. I was 

going to play a character called Perceptor- a very good character-and I would have 

been a shapeshifter. That’s another project that isn’t up and running as yet but its 

something I hope to do for the future- it takes some time and there can be so many 

setbacks in this industry.... There’s a lot of waiting when it comes to projects-some 

of them happen and a majority of them don’t. Funding is what takes the time in this 

industry-sometimes it can take years and years. Both AREA 23 and NATURES 

GUARD are sitting in the background. 

  
Though Barriss was killed off in the comic adaptation of REVENGE OF THE SITH, 
such an event never occurred in the actual movie. Have you heard anything yet as 
to whether you might be returning for the live action TV series being filmed in 
Sydney? Not just as Barriss, but perhaps as another character as well, like Jeremy 
Bulloch did for EPISODE III? 
 
Well, that’s a question. I got killed in REVENGE OF THE SITH-Steve Sansweet 

(Head of LUCASFILM fan relations) told me that I die- and obviously all the other 

Jedi do as well. They could have used some of the mirror shots where Mary and I 

were fighting back to back that were cut from EPISODE II. 
 
I unfortunately know very little for the series and what is happening with that. So 

far I have not heard much at all. But who knows, maybe so! But very unlikely!  

AFICIONADO Editor Scott Weller meets the extremely 

lovely Nalini Krishan at the Conservatory bar in London, 

2005. Photo taken by David Bidwell. 



 

As well as acting, don’t you dance as well? 
 

Yeah, a lot when I was growing up. One of my best friends is Scottish, so I did a lot 

of Scottish dancing for six years. Then I did Flamenco for a couple of years and 

some Indian classical dance called Bharatnatyam- its one of the seven classical 

Indian dances-and its one of the most difficult-very challenging and very rewarding, 

and I did that for a while. I did a bit of jazz and then I stopped. I have a martial arts/

dancing background. I did a lot of Karate when I was younger, too. I like Capoeira- 

a Brazilian form of martial arts-which doesn’t look like martial arts and which 

involves a lot of dance. I am taking up Bikram's yoga. However, I would like to get 

back into dancing as well! 
 
Nalini, a big thank you very much for your time, and best of luck with all of your 
future projects. 
 

You’re very welcome. Thank you so much as well. 

 

Original interview conducted March 2005 at The Conservatory, Tottenham Court 

Road, London. Revised e-mail conversation conducted August 2008. 

 

For more info on Nalini, check out her excellent website at: www.starwarz.com/
nalini/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
http://www.mourning-love.net/barriss/ 

 
 
Barriss Offee is a Padawan throughout the majority of 
the time you see her (or read about her) in EPISODE II, 
though she is later promoted to a General during the 
three year reign of The Clone Wars set before EPISODE 
III, having become a full Jedi Knight. Her master was 
Luminara Unduli, who was a Mirialan like Barriss. 

 
Though Barriss does have an impulsive side to her, she 
is usually a cool, collected, and by the book Padawan. She hates politics, and so often gets impatient 
when it is time for diplomacy. Though she is talented with her lightsaber, of which she is a practitioner 
of Form Three: Soresu, and can synchronize her movements perfectly with those of Luminara's, her 
best ability was probably her talent as a healer. 

 
Just before the events of Attack of the Clones, Barriss and Luminara joined Obi-Wan Kenobi and his 
Padawan, Anakin Skywalker, on a mission to Ansion. The Separatists were attempted to persuade 
Ansion to leave the Republic, something that would cause a chain reaction that would pull numerous 
other worlds out of the Republic with them. In order to prevent this the Jedi had to find the head tribe 
of the nomad Ansionians, the Alwari, and negotiate a peace between them and the city dwellers 
before those in the cities made their decision. They would never have been able to accomplish this if 
Barriss had not used her healing abilities on Bulgan and Kyakhta, two Alwari that guided them across 
the plains of Ansion. 

 
During the Clone Wars, Barriss worked without Luminara as a healer with a Medstar unit. As such 
she grew close to the surgeons, nurses, and others that traveled with the unit: Jos, Zan, Tolk, Den, 
Uli, and I-Five. Also while with Medstar, she came in contact with processed bota, a plant that could 
be used to heal wounds. However, when given to someone like Barriss, it heightened their ability to 
use the Force. Barriss had to choose between using the bota, which could give her access to the 
knowledge she and other Jedi sought, or to resist the temptation of the drug, a temptation that could 
pull her to the Dark Side… 
 
In the fictional world of the STAR WARS universe, Barriss Offee was proclaimed a victim of Supreme 
Chancellor Palpatine’s ORDER 66 purge of the Jedi Knights. 

 
BARRISS OFFEE- CHARACTER BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
For more on Barriss Offee, check out the three excellent books that feature her character-The 
Approaching Storm, by Alan Dean Foster,   Medstar I: Battle Surgeons, by Michael Reaves and 
Steve Perry, and Medstar II: Jedi Healer, by Michael Reaves and Steve Perry. They (along with 
SW.com) are also the source of excellent background information on the intriguing character. 


