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With the arrival of the long
anticipated Prequel Trilogy in 1999,
George Lucas’s vision of the early
Republic era STAR WARS would
finally become a reality, populated
with heroes, villains, droids and
aliens of every possible variety-the
imaginative powers of the Director,
no longer restrained by movie
making techniques, now being fully
unleashed to the world.

Amongst the most popular characters
to emerge from the new films were
the many different Jedi Knights-the
guardians of peace and justice in the
Old Republic. All of the heroic Jedi
seen in EPISODES I to Ill have been
unique, and all are highly popular-
each with their own legions of fans.
One particular Jedi character, the
enigmatic and beautiful Barriss
Offee, played by the lovely Nalini
Krishan, especially so.

STAR WARS AFICIONADO had the
privilege of meeting Nalini in London for an exclusive interview about her role in
the groundbreaking new saga during 2003, and also had a chance to catch up with
her in August 2008 for an updated chat.




- |SWA: Nalini, how did you get involved in acting?
Was it something you always wanted to do?
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What was the first project you worked on?
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Have you done
any other work in
commercials
since? Have you
noticed any
changes in the
way they’re made
now?
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Hewlett Packard
(laughs)
What was the first film that you worked on?
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So how did you make the leap into FOX and
STAR WARS?
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What was the first sequence
you shot as Barriss Offee?
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What was George Lucas like as a
director?
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Did they have Yoda puppet present on set with you for those scenes?
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What was it like being in character for your first
day of filming on EPISODE I1? Was it weird? Or
did you just think: this is STAR WARS?!
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And what about the complex stunt work that Barriss was involved in during the
film’s finale?
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! (as they charge forward into the arena-Ed)

Did you have the opportunity of doing any choreography work with Ewan
McGregor and Hayden Christensen?
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What did you think of REVENGE OF THE SITH?
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What do you think of the fans and their appreciation of your paying Barriss?
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Have you had a particular favourite STAR WARS related experience or fan/
convention event that you've attended?
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Do you like being an action figure?

3 “l want a figure, | want a
figure!!”” (laughs) O
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What do you think of your cartoon presence in the CLONE
WARS animated series?

You’re also going to be in 3-D in a couple
of years.
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Do you have a favourite STAR WARS film?
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What do you think of your participation in
the STAR WARS universe in general?
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In our first chat, after you had made ATTACK OF THE
CLONES, you were living and working in the UK. What had
you been up to there?

QAAF The

Players of St. Peters ®
(
<
< +
Angels Dance in the Rain

> *

MICHAEL REAVES and STEVE PERR




#" -
" 8
4
>?3?2--"#H /+
1 <
?5 /77
3
You’re now back in Australia. What |into the STAR WARS universe* + 2
are you up to at the moment? 5 -/
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Have you ever been recognized for your work in STAR WARS?
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“I know you” “Oh no,
here’s his come on line; “You’re the Medibank gir ;
)
#" - T

““Oh, so that’s what you look like (laughs)
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“Hey, it’s
you!!”

What happened with your project called

NATURES GUARD?
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Though Barriss was killed off in the comic adaptation of REVENGE OF THE SITH,
such an event never occurred in the actual movie. Have you heard anything yet as
to whether you might be returning for the live action TV series being filmed in
Sydney? Not just as Barriss, but perhaps as another character as well, like Jeremy
Bulloch did for EPISODE I11?
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As well as acting, don’t you dance as well?
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Nalini, a big thank you very much for your time, and best of luck with all of your
future projects.
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For more info on Nalini, check out her excellent website at: www.starwarz.com/
nalini/




BARRISS OFFEE
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http://www.mourning-love.net/barriss/

Barriss Offee is a Padawan throughout the majority of
the time you see her (or read about her) in EPISODE I,
though she is later promoted to a General during the
three year reign of The Clone Wars set before EPISODE
lll, having become a full Jedi Knight. Her master was
Luminara Unduli, who was a Mirialan like Barriss.

Though Barriss does have an impulsive side to her, she
is usually a cool, collected, and by the book Padawan. She hates politics, and so often gets impatient
when it is time for diplomacy. Though she is talented with her lightsaber, of which she is a practitioner
of Form Three: Soresu, and can synchronize her movements perfectly with those of Luminara's, her
best ability was probably her talent as a healer.

Just before the events of Attack of the Clones, Barriss and Luminara joined Obi-Wan Kenobi and his
Padawan, Anakin Skywalker, on a mission to Ansion. The Separatists were attempted to persuade
Ansion to leave the Republic, something that would cause a chain reaction that would pull numerous
other worlds out of the Republic with them. In order to prevent this the Jedi had to find the head tribe
of the nomad Ansionians, the Alwari, and negotiate a peace between them and the city dwellers
before those in the cities made their decision. They would never have been able to accomplish this if
Barriss had not used her healing abilities on Bulgan and Kyakhta, two Alwari that guided them across
the plains of Ansion.

During the Clone Wars, Barriss worked without Luminara as a healer with a Medstar unit. As such
she grew close to the surgeons, nurses, and others that traveled with the unit: Jos, Zan, Tolk, Den,
Uli, and I-Five. Also while with Medstar, she came in contact with processed bota, a plant that could
be used to heal wounds. However, when given to someone like Barriss, it heightened their ability to
use the Force. Barriss had to choose between using the bota, which could give her access to the
knowledge she and other Jedi sought, or to resist the temptation of the drug, a temptation that could
pull her to the Dark Side...

In the fictional world of the STAR WARS universe, Barriss Offee was proclaimed a victim of Supreme
Chancellor Palpatine’s ORDER 66 purge of the Jedi Knights.

BARRISS OFFEE- CHARACTER BIBLIOGRAPHY

For more on Barriss Offee, check out the three excellent books that feature her character-The
Approaching Storm, by Alan Dean Foster, Medstar I: Battle Surgeons, by Michael Reaves and
Steve Perry, and Medstar Il: Jedi Healer, by Michael Reaves and Steve Perry. They (along with
SW.com) are also the source of excellent background information on the intriguing character.




