STAR WARS
AFICONADO: Hello
Orli!! Tell us more about
yourself, and how you got
involved in STAR WARS!!

Orli: 1 used to live in
Australia-Sydney. | did
some modeling work, | did
some TV work,

A dedicated follower of the Force, and superbly skilled :
in combat, Jedi Knight Shaak Ti is one ofpthe r'r)1lost COm merC | aIS I USGd tO be just as popular with the fans for her enthusiasm and good
popular characters in the STAR WARS universe. one Of the g | r|s | n the humour at STAR WARS events all over the world..

AEROBIC OZ STYLE programme and used to present the prizes on WHEEL OF
FORTUNE, but STAR WARS was the only movie that | did. But now, I’m more
into acting, and have just finished in acting school in Israel a few months ago, and
will be involved in some other projects soon. I’m a designer and I’m also starting a
new high end lingerie line, called MIA LUCE, which is interesting and exciting.

When | started doing STAR WARS I didn’t realize just how big it was. | grew up in
Israel and it’s not as big as it is here (Germany, during JEDI CON 2008), in the
States and in Europe, but since | started to do the conventions I realized how
popular it is-what classic movies they are-and everyone knows about STAR WARS,
and it’s exciting and | realize how lucky | am that | have had a chance to be
involved in it. It’s definitely exciting and very flattering that | have an action figure
and so many people know things. I’ve done many jobs that I thought were big, but
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photos from Orli’s personal collection-showing her in the make-up chair for the movie. Below right: Orli returns to play the character
in Australia, once again, for EPISODE I1l-this time the make-up is from a new team, and there are some minor, subtle differences.

For her work on REVENGE OF

THE SITH, Orli takes part in a new
series of make-up/ costume reference
photos for the character-many of
which will soon be used for film
promotional purposes worldwide.

(thing I’ve ever done.
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to be honest, STAR
WARS is the biggest

Did the
LUCASFILM people
specifically ask for
you to play Jedi
Master Shaak Ti? Or did you have to audition?

| did specifically audition for Shaak Ti. LUCASFILM
contacted my agency. | went for the role, they put the make-
up on me and George Lucas, who has to approve everything,
looked at the test and he really liked it. When 1 first got the
part | didn’t realize how much make-up would be involved,
and when | saw it, it was a bit of a shock. As a model | was
afraid to put all this make-up on me. But it was fun. The
whole thing behind it was fun. We were all treated very well.
All the cast was so nice to us. Definitely an extreme
experience.

When you signed on as Shaak Ti, did you see any drawings
or animatics of your character or production paintings?

It wasn’t until | came to the make-up when | saw what it was
going to be like. I came for measurements for the clothing but
| didn’t know about the make-up. When | saw it the first time,




| thought, ““Uh-oh.. (lots of laughing!)
What am I going to do?.”

In the filming of the STAR WARS saga,
you’ve had the unique experience of
having two “death’ scenes for Shaak Ti’s
character in REVENGE OF THE SITH.
Can you tell us more about that?

My death by General Grievous was shot
first in Sydney-it was supposed to have
been at the beginning of the movie but it
was changed as the film’s opening was
running too long. And then they decided to
do a new death scene at the end of the
movie, and for that | was killed by Anakin
Skywalker (Hayden Christensen). And then
again they cut it. Some people say they cut
it because it wasn’t appropriate-some say
they wanted to keep Shaak Ti alive. Some
say that the killing didn’t match the other
death scenes in the Jedi Temple.

For the new death scene | was then in
Japan and they flew me over to London to
film that. Eventually | heard that they were
going to cut it. I was a bit unhappy about it
as an actress because it was a very good
death scene. Afterwards, | realized, by not

For Shaak Ti, dying once was never going to be enough!!! Orli films
her first demise on the set of FOX STUDIOS, Australia for EPI-
SODE IlI-impaled with a lightsaber by the vicious General Grievous.




having the scene in the film it means there’s a good chance that Shaak Ti is still
alive which is a good thing and hopefully she’ll come back.

Were there any other scenes with Shaak Ti shot for the beginning of EPISODE
111? We’d heard that there was a scene where you and other Jedi search
Grievous’s ship looking for him.

There were other scenes with the Jedi linked to the death scene. It was supposed to
be a big thing. Hopefully the fans will one day see the deleted scenes on DVD. Fans
are curious to know about them and why they were cut. It generates lots of interest.

Did George Lucas direct all your scenes?

George directed my scenes the
whole time.

With your first “death” scene with |
Grievous, as seen on the
EPISODE 111 DVD Deleted
Scenes, did you do any vocal
training? Did they do any sound
treatment work on your voice?
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It was my voice but they changed
it a bit. I don’t know how they did

it but | used my voice as it is. But ‘

when | eventual |y heard it on You only live twice!!! Unhappy with her original on-screen deise, ucas re-films
. . her death scene, recalling the actress to the new batch of insert scenes being shot in

screen | know th ey did somethi NQ  [London. This time, Shaak Ti suffers a similar fate as she had from Grievous, only

- - y . . from an unsuspected source-from her Jedi colleague Anakin Skywalker!!!

with it. It’s still me talking but they 7

just changed it slightly. As far as |

know it is my voice-it stills sounds

the way | said it, but | don’t what

the final thing was that they did

with it.

Previously, in EPISODE 11, you
appeared as Shaak Ti in the
Geonosian Arena finale. Did you




Opposite: Orli as Shaak Ti filming her scenes against blue screen, which will
eventually become the Geonosian Arena. Above right: with Mary Oyaya as
Luminara Unduli, this is how one of their scenes looked in the finished film.

get to go into battle?

Yes, in EPISODE Il, my scenes were mostly fighting. Most of it was against blue
screen and we had to imagine fighting creatures. Our imaginations. (laughs) We had
training with Nick Gillard. | wanted to use my techniques but he showed us
techniques. That was very nice. | enjoyed that whole part of shooting. It was quite
nice because we got to inter-act with some other Jedi Masters during shoots. |
definitely enjoyed that!!!

Were there any make-up
differences created for your
character between the two films
you worked on?

It’s pretty much what you see.
With both films they kept the
make-up the same way. Some of it
Is my face and some of itis a

maSk, SO they g l ue It I nto my face' An out-take of a smiling Orli from one of the very first photo shoots to appear showg her

character, albeit at first only partially seen, as part of the EPISODE 1l SELECTS,-images
personally picked for use on the STARWARS.COM site by George Lucas during 2000/01.

How long in total did you work on
both films?

| spent three months working on EPISODE II. It wasn’t every day but they called us
when they needed us at FOX STUDIQOS, near where | lived in Sydney. For
EPISODE Il it was three days in Sydney and in London for a week, but two days
of filming.

At the end of filming the movies, were you allowed to keep any mementos from




the shoot?

No, but the guy who did the make-up
took some photos so | have the original
ones during the process of building the
mask, so it’s a nice souvenir.

What did you think of the movies as an
end result, with all the CGI added on?

When I first saw the movie (EPISODE 1)

| was very impressed because | saw it
how they filmed it and then they created a

And you have an action figure too!!!

', 77 ter is just too good to waste, Shaak

~4 Ti lives on for LUCASFILM in the
realms of the Expanded STAR
WARS universe of books, comics
and videogames. She has graced the
|| cover of the ever popular DARK
HORSE comic series JEDI, and is
now appearing in the blockbuster,

" | and revolutionary new 2008 STAR
. | WARS interactive video game
event known as THE FORCE
UNLEASHED!!!

The ever popular Jedi character makes a triumphant return in the CLONE WARS
animated series, bridging the gap of events between EPISODEs Il and 111, and
having arguably one of the best animated action sequences to ever grace TV!!

new world-it was just amazing to see the actual outcome-what they did. | was very
impressed. | was definitely proud to be a part of it.

| love my action figure!! It’s flattering. Not everyone gets a chance to be an action
figure. | actually have a couple of them —the small one and the big one (laughs). It’s

funny.

With playing Shaak Ti you were under a
lot of make-up. Outside of your on-
screen persona, do you get recognized
on the street by STAR WARS fans?

STAR WARS fans-yes. | did a show in
Florida and | went in a MacDonalds and
someone recognized me and said ““Are
you Orli Shoshan?”” and | said

¥ “yeah” (laughs). It’s funny, it’s a film in

which you don’t see me as myself, but
fans who know the movie, and the actors,
do recognize me.

Have there been any times when you’ve

il been to a STAR WARS convention/event




where you have been overwhelmed by it all?

CELEBRATIONS I1l and IV were the busiest
conventions. I’ve done a CELEBRATION in
Paris-it wasn’t that big but it was very
crowded. I was constantly signing and
meeting the fans. It was very nice. It’s
something that | haven’t got from any of the
other work that I’ve ever done-like the
modeling work. It’s totally different and it’s
nice to be a part of someone’s life that you
don’t even know (smiles).

Have you made any lasting friendships with
anyone that you’ve worked with on the

films? Above: Orli in fine form modelling a swimsuit from around the
period she filmed ATTACK OF THE CLONES. Included is an
insert of her as Shaak Ti. Composition by Chris Baker.

Definitely. I’m pretty much in regular contact
with a lot of the cast. We get in touch on the shows we’ll be appearing in. We keep
in touch, like the other Jedi Masters-Mary Oyaya (who plays Luminara Unduli) and
Nalini Krishan (Barriss Offee). | keep in touch a lot with Jeremy Bulloch and
Daniel Logan, too. We’re all friends-we get to see each other a lot and at
conventions. It’s nice to socialize among friends.

Orli, good luck with all your new projects and
give Elle McPherson a run for her money with
your lingerie line-we hope it’s a big hit.

Thank you. It’s my pleasure.
Head over to Orli’s site at: www.orlishoshan.com

and find out more about this terrific lady, her
STAR WARS role and convention appearances,

STAR WARS AFICIONADO Editor, Scott Weller meets _ ! _
the lovely Orli Shoshan for this interview, taking place in | aNnd what’s in store for her career-wise in the

the Dealer’s Room during the enjoyable German JEDI
CON 2008 event. Picture taken by lan Trussler. future...




